
rv
HJ5

8 THE WASHINGTON TDEES, WEDNESDAY. DECEMBER 10, 1013.

fheHashmtoit Cime
Himishu) Every Evening (Including Sundays)

By The Washington Times Company.

the ."iIunsey Building. Pennsylvania Avenue.

'rank A. HunscT, Pres. I?. H. Titlierlnffton, Sec
C. H. Pope, Tress.

ONE YEAR (INC. SUNDAY). R.DO ( MO.. JI-7- 3 MO.. Mc.

Entered at the Poitofilce ct Washington, D. C as second clasi
mall matter.

lasliInxlon, D. i Wednesday, December 10, 1018.

ANACOSTIA'S SALOON QUESTION.

A downtown saloonkeeper has applied tor transfer

of his license so that he may remove his business to

he succrb of Anacostia. The people of that town

are up in arms about it. and tomorrow will be before

the excise board to protest. Tonight they are holding

1 town meetine of their community, in which the

church congregations, citizens' associations, temper

ance organizations, and about every organized repre

sentation of public opinion will unite to oppose bring-in- &

in the saloon.

Just a word to the excise board in this connection :

If the law under which you are operating doesn't

give you absolute power to listen to the people of An-

acostia with so proper a request, ask Congress in-

stantly to change the law.

If the law permits saloons to be spattered about

the town to suit the convenience or the profits of

it isn't the law the people thought it was

hen it passed.

There is only one side to this Anacostia question.

The community should not have a saloon forced on it,

and must not.

WHY PUPILS QUIT SCHOOL.

A Brooklyn educator, Prof. Perrine, has been
nublishing in the Eagle of that town some articles

hich attempt to explain why so many pupils drop
out of high .school. He finds that inelastic require-nent-s

of the curriculum and too rigid examination
nd prqrn.otio.ri systems are largely responsible.

Prof. Perrine points out, what everbody else
knows, that some children are hopelessly deficient in
mathematics. The system that calmly goes ahead,
'ammering a whole mathematical course at i child
h no capacity for it, assuming that the child must

be either malicious or stupid because he doesn't
iearn. is no educational system at all. It doesn't
know the first thing about real education. The very
derivation of the word tells us what it ought to be --

a "drawing out," not a hammering in; a develop-
ment of the special capacities and capabilities of the
child, not an effort to distort his mind into perform-
ances of which it is not capable. The public school
course is too much an intellectual Procrustean bed
o which all types of mind must arbitrarily be fitted;
f some of the pupils must be chopped off to shorten

them, why, others are stretched out to make them
measure up to the requirements.

Prof. Perrine declares that nothing could con- -

ince him that all girls should be compelled to study
nhysics, and likewise that it is useless to insist on
teaching foreign languages to some other pupils.
Yet many of the minds that will utterly reject mathe-
matics or languages, prove most adept with the

THE NEW FRENCH CABINET.

M. Doumergue has got together a new ministry
in France which is rather more remarkable even than
nost of the curious agglomerations that have in re-

cent years administered that republic. It is described
as a ministry of mediocrities, which is liable not to
affright so many people as it might once have done.
The world contains mostly mediocrities. Geniuses
are scarce, and apt to be disappointing :n pviorm-anc- e.

Back of Doumergue and his group of common-
place socialists stands Clemenceau, the big brain of
French radicalism and parliamentary life. Clenien-.eau'- s

genius for unmaking governments at will is
ancanny. He is a socialist, and a French socialist
at that; a real radical, not a moderate of the Ger-

man school. It is said that whereas Arist'de Briand
as premier had a cabinet of compromises, and one,
at that, of exceptionally high ability, Doumergue has
made no compromises. Everybody in his family is
frankly a radical.

This cabinet faces a set of difficulties that aptly
llustrate the processes of continental politics now-

adays. France has a hard-and-fa- st alliance with Rus- -

a; but Doumergue, premier and toieign minister,
lias always opposed that alliance! Again, France is
ommittced to a program of army expansion, which lv

.oinpelled it to increase the period of service
ith the colors from two to three years. Socialists

are opposed to such measures of keeping the worjd
on a war basis; yet the new socialist ministry, being
composed of more or less practical men, grappling
'Aith practical problems, will doubtless acquiesce in
rsc policv that has really been dictated to France by
Cermanv

THE PRESIDENT'S RIGHT OF FREE
SPEECH.

President Wilson's speech to the suffrage dele-

gation can be variously interpreted. The suffrage
question was a national topic before the last Demo-

cratic platform was drafted, and the party ignored it.
Mr. Wilson's belief that he is not at liberty to com-
municate with Congress on the subject may rest on
the contention that ,as the titular leader of the Demo-

cratic party, he would be advising that party to re-

consider a policy to which, by its silence, it has com-

mitted itself.
But the President expounds a novel doctrine in

regard to the range of subjects he may discuss in his
messages. The Constitution was written Ion,, before
a Dj&jnocratic platform or the 'Democratic party was

heard of. It imposes on the President the obligation
to intorm Congress from time to time as to tne state
of the Union. This may or may not suggest the ini-

tiation of legislation. But certainly one cannot read
into it a limitation that he shall trea,t only of such
state of the Union as has already been considered by
the political party of which the existing President
happens to be the head.

It may be highly expedient for the President to
hold his spokesmanship for the Democratic party
first and his spokesmanship for the nation second.
Party rule means the domination of the minority
by the majority or, under the caucus system, by
a bare majority of the majority; but certainly it is
neither within the spirit of the Constitution nor
within the public's ordinary conception of the Pres-
ident's office that he should represent anything less
than the whole nation, or be unable to divorce his
messages from party pledges.

THE SPECIFIC QUESTION.

The Johnson-Prout- y bill to extract from the Dis
trict taxpayers over a million dollars on account ofj
an alleged mistake of a generation ago, suggests one
line of inquiry that should be opened. The language
used by advocates of this measure implies that the
"people of Washington" are guilty of getting this
money away from the Government, and then failing
tc return it.

We would like to know just who are the people of
Washington for the purposes of that sweeping indict-
ment. We doubt very gravely if the District Com-

mittee can find a citizen of Washington who knew
that he had thus helped lodt Uncle Sam, or that the
looting had ever taken place. Until the incident of
that million was discovered by the present District
Committee, nobody appears to have known there ever
was such an incident.

Presumably Washington folks are a bad lot; they
are assured of the fact on approximately all occa-

sions when the chairman of the District Committee
rises in his place. But if they are bad, what shall be
aid about the unseeing District Committees, and Ap-

propriation Committees and Houses and Senates and
Comptrollers of the past forty years, who have per
mitted Washington to lug off this million and never
interposed to prevent?

Is Congress rather, has Congress in the past
been composed of such an incompetent, or such a
crooked, lot "of people that twenty Congresses in suc-
cession would permit Uncle Sam to be robbed in this

Lway f
Are the people of Washington so fiendishly smart;

that they could steal a million without knowing they
were doing it? Did the town have an attack of a,

and in that condition walk abroad in the
night and grab off that money and hide it somewhere?
Hasn't there been anybody in Congress, either honest
or bright enough, in all these years, to wise up to the
real gravity of that offense?

COMMISSION GOVERNMENT IN

Twenty-nin- e of the smaller Pennsylvania cities, 'notet
varying number inhabitants WE'LL SHOOT HIM NICKEL

nearly have POVeminent 1'anclgny
commission. Thev have, cirzrrA th;. Belgium, arrived New York

dual councils, substituting salaried board of fivp
administrators, whose job is to run the city exactly!
as tney would run business corporation. The new
scheme things puts into the of the citizens
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adopting commission form of government. neat further orroi,oiatioi.
sweeping change which has been inaugurated Mc's :'lcJial" of ml,d

not fail to be regarded by 'he supporters of
as presaging a potential opportunity not million minutes

to rid of of the obstacles have j v .:ST'i
been forced to encounter at almost ioof

Just now a contest is on between the mayor, '"a" ,0" hrat "? :llnr""f ," "yi"Mt

la iu mumming ine poncy adding to the
city's obligations in the form of long-ter- un-
less there is great nece&sity for it, the
dominated the organization, which are against
rr.ising the tax to provide for public

There is, of course, something to be
on each side of a general question of nature.

in the differences between the
and the councils the purpose of calling atten-
tion in a forcible fo the contrast between what

have what they might perhaps have
the concentrated system of management which
the class cities of Pennsylvania arc trying out.

WINTER'S TOUCH AT LAST.

We almost begun to old Boreas
cut our acquaintance. Except for a flying vibit

in November, wc hadn't set eyes on since
winter, until he in with week with a

stinging touch feels quite old times,.
the present, therefore, the man has been look-
ing for things to worry need concern himself

regarding the following propositions:
That the climate is changing.
That his summer clothes may not be able to stand

the strain.
That the touch of headache he feels now

then is to the weather not to the
he been to crowd a normal day's work

a week's reasonable allowance for amusement
twenty-fou-r hours.

That he be forced to trade his overcoat
an electric

That the Coal trust have to go the
hands of receivers.
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Echo As Alarm Clock.

OUT. moil. said Christie Mac
rinnnld "we've got live
echoes in but they
ciinua hc.it sour Auierii'a'i

n and a IliKtilnnder
on" il. on the top of

of the Hcoteli
Scotchman. wishing to !m-th- e

visitor piodiieeil :i

famous echo to he heard in
thai pla c When the echo returned
ecarl a'ter neatly foui minutes the
proud Scotchman, turning to the Van-kf- -.

i

'There, mon c carina short anj-t'lin- e

liki l)i:t in jour eountrt
"To wliph th. other icpllt-- 'I guess

we can better Wh. in my camp
in tin' Itnckics when I go to lied I

.1n hi lean out of in v window and call
out. "Time to gft up: wake up'-- and
eicht hnni the echo comei
hack anil uake. " Pittsburgh
Chronicle-Tclvsra-

In Stock.

IIKItE is a proprietor of a shop in
the city, a man of most e.xcitnbli
temperament, w ho la forcwr
scolding his clerks for tli'ir hi- -

d.ffercnce In the matter
saTes

One da j. .1 lerk bay to a
customer. "No, wo have not had any
foi h long time," the proprietor, unable
to countenance such an admission, be-
gan to work himself into the usual rage.
Fixing a glassy eye on his clerk, lie
Mild to tho

"We have plenty in reserve, 111,1 am,
plenty ilouiiht.ilrs.

VlicreuMin the customer looked duzed;
and then to the amazement of the pro-- pi

letor burst Into hysterical laughter
and quit the shop.

"What did she say to you?" demanded
the proprietor of the clerk

"We haven't had suit rain latel ."
Philadelphia. Ledecr.
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Glad to hear from you, Ann. Look up
Ihc flics and sec whether they have
steam heat in summer.
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let Oden give "once over"?

IK YOU want a comfortable ahave or
baJrcut on Oden Allen,

Dorroll's Livery. At Haymarket on
Saturdays.

THIS SHOWS WE WILL
PRINT ANYTHING AT LEAST

ONCE.

Dear edltoi The District Com-
missioners have established a "safety
zone" at Thirteenth and New York Av?- -

elephant auditorium. ooycottlng
have figured Just safety ",l",r"I.,h0Ae5LPJ.Cef 5:

would really be beneficial.
Safety zones to shield us from
Spugs.

football teams.
Engaged couples.
Winter baseball chatter.
Mexican war news.
Christmas book agents.
Flat wheeled street cars.
Inflammable Kingle whiskers.

The last shopper.
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Concert Today
Soldiers Home Band

Orchestra, Stanley Hall,

JOHN ZIMMKRMANN.
Diiector.

March, Italian Riflemen Kilenberg
OvciUirc, Dame Itlanchr.

rtnildien
Adagio "Moonlight Sonata."

rteot'ioven
boleitnm, Wager,"

ll.'iiiilutzcr
Oddity. thil.-i-,
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Kxceipts

Finale, "Hwang d'hino-ei- ,

Manner.
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(From The Times Readers.)
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riou- - trusts of this country have ar-
ranged with the money grabbers In
other countries t sell their goods at
the same higli pi ices as prevail here,
or go higher' So. while the poor
people here are still in as bad condition
as ever, the Government es. and
loses heavily. Tho people are with you.
Mr. President. Don't allow these trusts
to play with you. Git yo' big stick an"
hit 'm onco an-- hit 'em hard'

J. C CUXNINGHAM.

Th the BMitor of THE TIMES.
Ill a recent edition of The Times there

appeared a news itenj from TJoston
that the health authorities of that cit
destroyed over $y, worth of cold
storage turkeys, all of them being found
unfit for consumption.

hen reading this story I was re-

minded how. in lw9'J, in the month of
November, we soldiers stationed at the
Prc'Idlo. San l'rancisco, Cal . prepara-to- r

to embarking for the Philippines,
contributed a sum of money to buy
turkeys for our Thanksgiving dinner.
These turkeys were bought and deliv-
ered to our transport on or about No-
vember 15. We were to oat our Thanks-Slr- -

dinner in Honolulu, and when
we took the meat out of our cold re-
frigerator on the transport Ben Mohr
on Thanksgiving eve the health officers
of the ship and our army .surgeons very
MUicklv condemned the meat.

It was, of course. .1 sad disappoint-
ment to us, but. nevertheless, it taught
PH ,1 valuable lesson, to buy no more
cold storage turke.vs.

The point I wish to call attention to
is thl3. It would he well if every city
would copv after Boston and have Its
health authorities look into this cold
storage food, and I believe that I am
not exaggerating when I say that right
here III Washington could be found
much food supplies that would not pasj
muster fcrtainlv some of the eggs on
the market would not. and The Times

I and those members of Congress who
are endeavoring to remedy this evil of
impure cold storage inspection nre to
bo commended.

WILLIAM A. IIICKKY.

I

Quality of Water.

A BEASOKE drove into town just
befoie the big rain the other day.
and he saw Orlo Tuttlo setting
tubs and barrels under all the

spouts aiound his house, says
I'lain 1'ealcr. So Ira pulls up and

liolleis at Orlo.
"Iley. Orlo! What 'o doin'7"
"I.ooks like rain, an' I'm a settm" out

these tubs io't the woman can havo
s me soft wnter for her washln' JIoli-el,- i.

anawers Orlo. all innocent like,
anil not thinking about what a great
1 odder Ira is.

'rfhn'" sajs Ira "You won t git no
tioft water."

Why won't I?"
' Cause It's goin to ram baud. lUu-haw-ha-

Get j?l"

Declares Alcohol
Is Most Potent of
Causes ofDisease
And Degeneracy

The recent congress of the American Medical Society, held for
the study of alcohol and narcotics, in Philadelphia, aroused great inter-

est in the questions of the actual value of alcohol as a stimulant or
food and the dangers that lie in it as a poison.

Taking up the question from its many viewpoints under the cap-

tion, "Public Health, A Question of Alcoholic Degeneracy," Dr. G.

Alexander MacNicholl, of New York city, vice president of the Ameri
can Medical Society for the Study of Alcohol and Narcotics, says:

A wave of degeneracy is sweeping
the land a degeneracy so appalling
In magnitude that it staggers the
mind and threatens to destroy the
republic; numbering more victims
than have been slain In all the wars
and In all the epidemics of acute dis-

eases that have swept the country
within two hundred years.

The application of modern scientific
methods haa reduced the mortality
from acute cljeises such as typhoid,
yellow fever end the plague. The
sources and the carriers of these
Infections hae been discovered. By
abolishing ihe source and extermi-
nating the fly. the mosquito and the
rat. the average length of life has
been Increased. With what marked
contrast do we deal with alcohol,
that most potent source and carrier
of chronic disease!

Increasing Degeneracy Shown.
Degeneracy Is shown In the in-

creasing rate of mortality resulting
from the sprsad of chronic diseases,
within thirty years the mortality
from chronic diseases has doubled,
ana today chronic disorders of the
lungs, kidneys, heart, and other or-
gans are responsible for more than
half the deaths. A study of the
United States census shows that
within a period of fifty-thr- ee years
the population of the United States
increased 330 rer cent, while the
number of Insane and feeble-minde- d

Increased 935 per cent. This shows a
net Increase In the rate per million
ot 291 per cent.

During the last twenty years there
has been an Increase In the mortality
from hemorrhage In the brain of 100
per cent: kidney diseases. 117 per
cent.: diseases of the heart and cir-
culation, 37S per cent: cancer, JSS
per cent; diabe'us, 733 per cent- - This
slaughter of the race Is accentuated
when w--e recall 'the fact that one In
everj" seven deaths is due to tubercu-
losis, and that one in every twenty
of the population will die of cancer.

Small Families.
Again, degeneracy Is shown in a

lessened fertility of the race. Among
the early settlers of this country
there was an average In excess of
eight children to a family; at the
present time 6S.7 of native white
women In the United States who
have been married over ten years
and less than twenty years have had
one or two children, and only 9.2
have more than five children. OnB
out of every six of these women are
childless.

During the past five years the birth
rate in the United States has fallen
off 331-- 3 per cent. This means the
loss of a million babies a year. Let
this degeneracy continue at the same
rate for one hundred years, and
there will not be a native-bor- n child
rive years old In the United States.

Alcohol Back Of It.
What is the cause of this degen-

eracy? A hundred different inter-
mediate agencies may contribute to
the undoing of the race, but back of
them air stands alcohol as the chief
degenerative factor. Statistics compil-
ed by the leading insurance companies
and presented by Sir T. p. whitaker
in a report to the British parliament
show that of every 1.000 deaths
among the population at large Ho are
duo to alcohol. This would mean a
mortality from alcohol in the United
States of SftOOO a year.

The great burden of drink is not
borne by the drinker, but by the
drinker's children. The germ cell
that is to be evolved into another
being Is the most highly organized

the cells body. In virile will epl- -
pat- -

tern of tho perfected organism.
Should such poison as alcohol les-

sen nutrition of the cell or Im-
pair the quality of the protoplasmic
material and deface the pattern,
these shortcomings and defects will
be manifested in thp subsequent
staces of development. A defective
germ cell cannot evolve a normal
body; this is the reason that we
find a larger percentage func-
tional and organic diseases among
the children of drinking parents.

Suffer From Disease.
In our studies among school child-

ren 111 New York city we find that
ftj per cent are children of drink-
ing parents, and that 91 per cent of
these children of drinking parents
suffer from some functional or or-

ganic disease. In one institution for
the treatment of ahyslcal defectives
a recent study shows that every pa-

tient is the child of drinking parents.
studv of two groups of families

will clearlv show the difference be-

tween the children of the drinker
and the children of the abstainer
Ten families of regular drinkers
show the following:

Total number of children, i3.
Thirty died in infancy.

3 had heart disease.
Imbecile.

1 insane. -
1 epileptic. ; adenoids.

neurotic.
anaemic.

--. teeth. ! tubercular.verv poor
n"nl1- -

1
In their studies these children

stood a- - follows:
Two were excellent. and 1.

deficient.
The r.u.iilies of total abstainers

shvv the following:
Total number cluldien. !.
dle.l in lnfanc, 1 neuiotic.

1 anaemic. I rheumatic.
1 tubercular. normal.

In their studies these ihlldren
stood as follows:

lift-si- x were excellent. 10 fair and
2 deficient.

of the abstainers. 90 per cent were
normal In mind and body, as against
7 per cent of drinkers' children. A
comparison of these two groups of
lamilles. living under the Mime con-

ditions and in the same environment,
shows alcohol actually injured
or destroyed S3 per cent the chil-
dren. Ninety-seve- n per cent uf the
ihildren of total abstainers were pro-llclc- nt

In then studies, as against
ii per cent vv.th drinking parent.

're the transmitted marks of
al oliollc degeneracy limited to one
generation, could improved sanitit
lion ami medication correct and re
move disordered nerve centers. ad
hf--'- "j ttfiuU receive partial corn- -

pensatlon. but the laws of natnrare fixed. "Whatsoever a man aow-et- n.

that shall he also "reap." Thedegenerative factor becomespotent with each transmlaalon, andrenders posterity more and morsusceptible to disease.-
Heredity Shown.

An. illustration of this heredity lawmay be noted In the children or ten
families of drinklnar parents, tracedthrough three generation.

Ten families of drinking parents:First eneratlors-Forty-senc-hll-

dren. of whom 50 per suffered

Sfon generation-Nin- ety
whom 63 per cent, sufferedfrom organ!: and functional dUmef

dr,rofSwhe,mt,S;n-E,snty-- tI':

Per cent, sufferedfrom organic and functional dls- -

shiw fh11'" J sch001 childrenone In every three Is
a- -e tahfCflclen.t- - " " Pexwnt.sood ovr the entlr
SmmV' llJer,s aro sev mllUons. ofa school age that arementally deficient, and lew than
iree from hereditary alcohol taint.Three out of Ave school childrena arnicted with some funrttonalor organic disease.
lh1 LnHercentfw hoIds Sooi over
il'L Hwe cou"try. there are,

children of a school
"cted with functionaland organic diseases, and less than

fr afrnaa,f,,T,I,,on or thee are
alcohol talnt--A nation half-diseas- and hatf- -

rhreeCSot "i'e-- but here we haveof the
casned.raenta"y and PhySLifTdS-Man- y

Are Insane.
Our investigation indicates that, jntout of ever" five children born todrinking parents will be insane. Oneout of every three children born todr nking parents will suffer fromor'1,' ,"d hstIa- - At this raleff tte,rKa amo,ns drnikers' children,an increased per capitaconsumption of alcoholic liquors, we

H?M?t exvefb veJ ,ar&ely Increased
of Insane among the childrenof the next generation.

i.JPi? reat wh,te P'aguo has notPr to destroy. Our studiesIndicate that 75 per cent of tubercu-lous children are the children ofdrinking parents.
Cancer bears a relation to alcoholthat need not be mistaken. Amongthe great total abstaining races ofAfrica, Asia and Iceland there-- la a

raw..y .of iotal absence of cancer.
wl?ll! '"th Breat beer, wine andspirit drlnklnsr countries of Europe
there has been a steadliv Increasingmortality from cancer.
i.lSU island a few years ago. of
liOOO men examined at Manchester.
9.000 were rejected as physically unfitfor army service. Dr. Bailiner esti-mates that half of the young "men
in Germany between eighteen andtwenty-tw- o years of age are incapa-
ble of bearing arms. Xot long sincea call was issued for young physi-
cians to enter the United Statesarmy. Eighty per cent of those ex-
amined were rejected as physically
unfit.

Alcoholic degeneracy Is the mostimportant sanitary question beforethe country, and yet the health au-
thorities do not take aclon. as alco-
hol is intrenched In politics. Leader?
In politics dare not act. as their po-
litical destiny lies in the hands of
the agents of the liquor traffic. "We
arc face to face with the greatest
crisis In our country's history. The
alcohol question must be settled
within the next ten years or som

of all In tho Its more race write the
protoplasm lies the material and taoli of this republic.
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Hits From Sharp Wits.

Mis. Inez Milhoiland Boissevain I"
quoted as saying that "a. day's house-
keeping can be done In ten minutes
That kind of talk Is not going- to help
the suffrage movement.

Bv- - marrying her many a man has
spoiled the woman who would have
made somebody an Ideal wife. Toledo
Blade.

Some men who pretend to be In search
of knowledge insist on dolaz all the
talking. Macon Telegraph.

What's on the Program in
Washington Today

Meetings, evening:
Slavonic Harmony Lodge. Xo. 17. tlec

tlons. Anacostia. No. 51, Installation
grind lodge school of instruction

Arch Grand Chapter, school of
f.:".Htlnii. Washington Commander

' Knights Templar; st. John
Vsiocfatlon, monthly meeting

t f directors; Naomi chapte
'. and Brookland. No. 11. Haslet r

. . . elections.
01 'I Fellows Eastern Lodge, No. 7

Harmony. No. 9. and Friendship. No
li business; Federal City. No. .

business. Columbian Encampment,
No. 1. nomination of officers.

National Union Postoffice Depart-
ment Council. Flynn's Hall, election
of officers: Interior Council. Pythian
Temple, elections.

Knights of PytUias-M- U Vernon Lodge.
No. 5. and Hermionc. No. 15. noraina
tions; Union. No. 53. Columbia. No
X. nominations.

Koval Arcanum District Council. HiH
E street northwest, onisht.

Amusements.
National "Broadwuy Jono 5:15 and

b:13 v. in
lUlarco "Bought and Paid For, .2)

and b:-- V n. m.
Columbia Motet Choral Society. Con

ctrt at 1:30 o'clock.
Poll's "The County Chairman," 3:15 ami

n:1." i. 111.

Amdcmj "The Shepherd of the
Hills." S.15 v. m.

Kelt! s Vaude.-illo- . 3:15 and S:15 p m
1 osmos Vaudeville, continuous.
t asino Vuudovilie. afternoon and even-

ing
Gavtftj - V rles,qi,. 2 15 and S:15 p.rr
Arcade "Night in Italy." dancing


